
ISO 14001:2026 
WHAT’S CHANGED AT A GLANCE

Context & Scope
Climate change and biodiversity 

explicit. Life-cycle required. 
Upstreamand downstream impacts.

Leadership
Stronger accountability. Active 

commitment.  Environmental 
performance tied to leadership.

Planning
Restructured risk planning. New 

Clause 6.3 change management. 
More explicit life-cycle thinking. 

Support
Clarified competence, awareness.  
Updated terminology.  Substantially 
expanded Annex A.

Operations
Externally provided processes 
visible. Stronger supplier, 
contractor controls.

Performance Evaluation
Performance outcomes, not procedural 
conformity. Sharper internal audit 
focus. Broader management review.
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Transition period: 3 years 

WHAT STAYS THE SAME

•	 Annex SL structure
•	 Clauses 4–10
•	 Process approach
•	 Continual improvement
•	 Protection of the 

environment

WHAT GOT STRONGER

•	 Climate and biodiversity
•	 Life-cycle perspective
•	 Leadership accountability
•	 Change management 	

(new Clause 6.3)
•	 Supply chain oversight

WHAT TO DO NOW

•	 Update context for climate and biodiversity
•	 Refresh aspects register with lifecycle view
•	 Review supplier and contractor controls
•	 Strengthen leadership awareness
•	 Plan your transition timeline

Start your transition now. Request a Quote | Ask an Expert  
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